Write 7-10 pages on one of the following questions. Each essay must include an argument that goes beyond the prompt and be well written and polished, and have proper textual citations. Those who demonstrate a close and thoughtful reading of the course materials will be rewarded. Be sure to be specific about who, what, when and where and draw upon precise examples in your answers, avoiding vague generalizations.

1. How does Reed portray Pancho Villa? Focus on details such as physical description, his words and thoughts, ceremonies and pomp, issues of rank and social class. How does this compare to Reed’s portraits of other leaders? What other opinions of Villa can be seen in this text? Why might Reed choose to portray Villa as he does? 
2. How does the United States figure in Insurgent Mexico? How do revolutionary leaders refer to their neighbor to the north? How are Reed and other American journalists treated? How is American culture referenced? Compare to discussion of European countries. How might this relate to the history at that point of US-Mexican relations? 

3. Music and carnival have long provided an important avenue of everyday resistance in Latin America. Compare and contrast the role of Tango and Samba as vehicles of symbolic resistance in Argentina and Brazil respectively. Did these rituals of rebellion have a real impact, and if so, what kind was it?

4. Gender played a role in the legitimation of dictatorship for both the Vargas regime in Brazil and the Trujillo regime in the Dominican Republic. Compare and contrast the representation of women in both cases and how they served the interests of the regime.

